
FACTS

Yet another post distorting 
the reality in the boreal to 
deflect from the thousands 
of stakeholders whose 
questions and concerns have 
been ignored by NRDC.

Actually, less than 0.2% of 
Canada’s boreal forest is 
harvested each year - a 
fraction of what is disturbed 
annually by natural causes like 
forest fires, insects and 
disease.

Alarmist and misleading. 
Harvest plans are carefully 

implemented, and clearcutting 
is one of many forest 

management strategies. 
Clearcutting is used in specific 
circumstances – for instance, in 
order to expedite regeneration 
of species that require direct 
sunlight, or to spur growth after 

forest fires or other natural 
tree loss.

The authors are “on the 
ground” in Washington, DC, 
far from the reality in 
the boreal. Here, the authors try to argue 

that Canada’s strict laws 
protecting forests and tough 
sanctions for violating those 

laws simply don’t matter.

It is a FACT that Canada’s 
boreal is one of the best 

regulated and sustainably 
managed forests in the world. 

They are!

BASELESS: Again, zero 
evidence is provided to 
back up this insinuation.  

Yet Swift and Axelrod fail 
to mention any actual 

compliance data.

Canadian companies are subject 
to government audits on their 

practices, and compliance with 
local laws and regulations is the 

most basic requirement of all 
three forest certification 

schemes in use in Canada (SFI, 
CSA and FSC). Compliance is 

verified annually by third party 
auditors. Since Canada is 

among the countries with the 
highest percentage of certified 
forests in the world, Canadian 
companies’ compliance is well 

documented.   

 In the same report 
cited by authors, 

provinces like Ontario 
have a 98% 

compliance rate.

Natural regeneration is 
always preferable. In 
Quebec and Ontario, a 
high percentage of 
harvested areas 
regenerate naturally, 
sometimes so abundantly 
that spacing techniques 
must be implemented.

Recent caribou population 
surveys in Quebec indicated 
increasing populations 
surpassing 2023 goals. 

…in favor of enforcing the 
already established Crown 
Forest Sustainability Act - 
the “gold standard” for 

species at risk.

An effort to save a small, 
separated herd in a specific 

region of Quebec. Thousands 
of caribou roam freely 
throughout the rest of 

Quebec.

Claiming that the boreal 
forest is NOT fine while 
citing zero evidence is not 
just unproductive – it’s 
irresponsible. 

Absolutely. But as Drs. 
Cashore and McDermott 
themselves say, their study 
did not examine 
enforcement – the reckless 
implication that Canadian 
laws aren’t enforced comes 
directly from NRDC.  

The study does NOT “gloss over” 
anything. It reviews laws and 

regulations, but never claimed 
to review compliance with those 

laws and regulations. 

These statements are all 
easily verifiable.  Is NRDC 

implying otherwise? If so, where 
is the evidence?

...and the 
United Nations.

There is plenty of research on 
the ground, not to mention the 

regular audits conducted 
through the forest management 

certification process. 

...if you choose to ignore 
easily verifiable information 

demonstrating otherwise. 

Interestingly, none of that 
evidence is supplied here. 

What’s more - compliance with 
local laws and regulations is a 
requirement for all three forest 
certification standards in use 
in Canada (SFI, CSA and FSC). 

We couldn’t agree more – 
luckily, Canada’s policies ARE 

enforced on the ground. 

Other studies have 
confirmed this finding, 

including a 2017 report by 
Indufor North America. 

They didn’t set out to give 
‘marks or grades’ at all. 

They simply looked at the 
policies themselves. 

conjecture

Over 12 weeks ago, various 
northern communities 

reached out to NRDC to ask 
questions and discuss just 

this –questions NRDC 
apparently ignored.

Instead, NRDC is using 
conjecture to create a 

misleading narrative – and 
readers should ask why.


